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of Kennedy. Both parties indicated that the President understood this 
fully.) 

11. At the end of the meeting a review was made of the degree to 
which the meeting would be publicized, as follows: 

A. This NSC meeting would be announced as having been devoted 
to Laos. 

B. The Ambassadors of the ICC would be called in by the Secretary 
of State. 

C. Governor Harriman's trip to London and Paris would be publi- 
cized, with it left undetermined as to whether he would go on to Mos- 
cow. 

D. An additional NSC meeting on Laos would be called on 22 
April. 1 

E. It was clear that some leakage would occur on the departure of 
the naval task force from Subic Bay, out this would be phrased as going 
to sea for exercises and would in any case not take place until Monday 
afternoon Subic time. 

F. Admiral Felt's visit to Bangkok and Vientiane would be re- 
vealed. 

W.E.Colby 


1 See Document 463. 


461. National Security Council Record of Action No. 2465 


Washington, April 20, 1963. 

US. Policy Toward Laos 

a. The Council discussed the deteriorating situation of the neutral- 
ist military forces in the Plaine des Jarres and its effect on the Geneva 
Accords. 


Source: Kennedy Library, National Security Files, Meetings and Memoranda Series, 
NSC Meetings, No. 512, April 20, 1963. Secret. 
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b. The President approved the following political actions: 

(1) Ambassador Unger will discuss with Souvanna military meas- 
ures which the United States is prepared to take in support of him and 
the neutralist forces, including airdropping arms and supplies preposi- 
tioned in Thailand and action by Meo guerrillas. 

(2) A strong diplomatic approach will be made to the French For- 
eign Minister reminding the French of their commitment to support 
Souvanna and urging them to back him now by encouraging him to take 
a firm stand against the Pathet Lao military attacks, urgingjthe King to 
use his prestige in the present situation, strengthening the French mili- 
tary mission's approach, and making appropriate use of the French mis- 
sion in Hanoi. 

(3) Ambassador Kohler will raise the subject of Laos with Khru- 
shchev during his April 24 interview on another matter, subject to other 
arrangements which may be made in connection with the Harriman 
visit. 

(4) Governor Harriman will leave at once for London and later 
Paris to discuss Laos with the British Government as co-chairman of the 
ICC and with the French Government. Depending on the reply to the 
current British approach to the Russians, Governor Harriman will pro- 
ceed to Moscow to discuss the situation with the Soviet Government as 
the other ICC co-chairman. 

(5) Secretary Rusk will call in today the Ambassadors of the ICC 
member states to discuss the current situation. 

c. The President approved the following military measures: 

(1 ) A carrier task group and Marine battalion afloat will be ordered 
to sail tomorrow fromSubic Bay into waters off South Vietnam, remain- 
ing south of the 17th Parallel. The task force departure is not to be an- 
nounced, but it is intended that it will become known indirectly to the 
Russians and the North Vietnamese. The task force will sail earlier if the 
Russian response to the British demarche in Moscow is unsatisfactory. 

(2) Admiral Felt will visit Bangkok, confer with the military repre- 
sentatives of SEATO, and, as the situation develops, may extend his tour * 
to Vientiane. 

(3) The SEATO maneuvers scheduled for late May will be used to 
cover the earlier movement of U.S. forces into the area. 

(4) The Thais will be consulted about plans to move U.S. air units 
into Thailand, only after Khrushchev's current views on Laos are 
known. 


(5) Plans for possible military action against North Vietnam are to 
prepared for the President's consideration next week. 





